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https://lims.dccouncil.us/downloads/LIMS/49079/Meeting3/Amendment/B24-0714-Amendment1.pdf
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https://dme.dc.gov/page/dc-public-education-boundary-and-student-assignment-study-2023-town-halls
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https://specialedcoop.org/


Agenda
For questions about specific students or information 

outside of this agenda, scan the QR code below so DCPS’ 
Division of Specialized Instruction can connect with you.

▪ Overview of self-contained 
classroom feeder pattern 
expansion

▪ Expansion timeline

▪ Feeder patterns

▪ Process for identifying a 
self-contained classroom 
location



DCPS Self-Contained Classroom Overview

Problem →​ Solution

1. Families did not know which schools their children would 
go to next.​ → 1. We have made sure that our students have a smooth and 

consistent learning experience with a predictable plan for families.

2.Self-contained classrooms were unevenly located across the 
city. → 2. Students now have access to a self-contained classroom close to 

their home.​

3.Students in self-contained classrooms often had to travel 
several hours per day by bus and had less access to after 
school activities.

→ 3. Students are now able to participate in ALL school activities.​

We know that some students need more support than others, and we want to make sure they can stay 
with their peers and neighborhood. It is DCPS’ goal to create a clear and consistent path for special 

needs classrooms that matches the neighborhood feeder schools.



DCPS Self-Contained Classroom Expansion 
Timeline

2018-2020 

Proposal Submitted and Approved

SY 21-22 

New PK classrooms and 
aligned 50% of middle 

school classrooms

SY 22-23

New K-2 classrooms 
and aligned remaining 

middle school 
classrooms 

SY 23-24

New grades 3-5 
classrooms and 

completed remaining 
alignments

All self-contained classrooms are organized into clear feeder patterns from PK to HS.​



DCPS Self-Contained Classroom Numbers

Sy 19-20

• 275 
classrooms

SY 21-22

• 314 
classrooms

SY 22-23

• 351 
classrooms

SY 23-24

• 360 
classrooms

Net increase of 85 
classrooms



DCPS Feeder 
Pattern 



Before Expansion
Anacostia Self-Contained Feeder



After Expansion
Anacostia Self-Contained Feeder 



Step 1: Check the student's in-boundary school 
using DCPS's Find Your In-Boundary School 
Website.

Step 2: Review the self-contained program 
locations in the high school boundary.

Step 3: Identify the closest school to the home 
with the necessary classroom in the boundary.

DCPS Process for Identifying 
the Classroom Location

Scenario:
A 4th grade student has moved into DC coming 
from a full-time specialized Autism classroom. 
Student will require a seat self-contained 
classroom. The student's address routes to 
Janney ES, but Janney does not have the 
appropriate classroom.

https://enrolldcps.dc.gov/node/41
https://enrolldcps.dc.gov/node/41
https://dcpsspecialed.wixsite.com/home/self-contained-feeder-patterns


Jackson-Reed and MacArthur Self-Contained Feeder SY23-24



Location Assignment VideoSY 23-24 Feeder Patterns

DCPS Self-Contained Classroom Information



For questions about specific DCPS students or 
information outside of this agenda, 

scan the QR code so the DCPS Division of Specialized Instruction 
can connect with you.



Founded: 1999

Vision: All students with disabilities in the District of Columbia receive a rigorous, individualized, 
and inclusive education preparing them for post-graduation success.

Members: 58 public charter LEAs in D.C.

Programs:
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https://www.dcschoolboundaryexplorer.com/map
https://www.dcschoolboundaryexplorer.com/map?mode=view&survey=open
https://www.dcschoolboundaryexplorer.com/map?mode=view&survey=open


mailto:specialeducation@dc.gov
https://specialeducation.dc.gov/node/1597986
mailto:ombudsman@dc.gov
https://educationombudsman.dc.gov/page/contact-us-intake-form-0
https://educationombudsman.dc.gov/page/cont%C3%A1ctenos-formulario-de-admisi%C3%B3n-0
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