(FINAL) REVISED GUIDANCE

DATE: August 24, 2026
RE: Football Game Safety Coverage Guidance for SY26-27

Dear Colleagues,

As we enter the fall athletics season, I want to begin by acknowledging the work our school
communities accomplished last year. Through the collective effort of school leaders, athletic
directors, safety teams, students, their families, and our public safety partners, we made
meaningful progress in keeping football events safe and welcoming. That progress was earned,
and we look forward to building on it this season.

To sustain that momentum, I am asking each of you to implement the following practices at all
football events, effective immediately. These practices were developed collaboratively with
school leaders and District partners, and they reflect what we learned together last season. Based
on the collective feedback from school leaders, please plan to operate under this guidance going
forward. My office will remain in close contact with you and will make adjustments as needed
over time.

1. Limit spectators. Please limit spectators to family members and students accompanied
by adults. The latter category can include school staff who vouch for the entrance of
students. School teams should communicate clearly to families so that they must
accompany those students they are chaperoning. It is recommended that schools adopt a
spectator policy of 3 students per every 1 adult chaperone.

2. Adjust schedules. Please make every effort to move evening games to earlier times, and
Friday evening games to alternative days of the week (such as Thursdays or Saturdays) so
that public safety and emergency response resources are not spread too thin. Games are
typically scheduled for 6 pm, 6:30 pm, or 7 pm; while we consider scheduling games so
families can join after work hours, please attempt to schedule for earlier in the afternoon
with start times of 5 pm to 6 pm when possible (acknowledging the challenges of
ensuring appropriate staff, coaches, trainers, and medical personnel).

3. Ensure separate seating sections for each school’s fans, with a clear area in between
them whenever possible. As the home team prepares for games, please consider
demarcating distinct sections for the fans from each school, and creating an area free of
spectators between the school sections. Consider adequate staff coverage in areas where
natural congestion occurs (concession stands and areas near bathrooms).

4. Actively communicate with the opposing team’s school in advance of games.
Specifically, please talk together before all games about staffing plans, seating
arrangements at the games, and any entrance or exit protocols.
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5. Ensure school staff are working at all games. Please make sure you have an
appropriate number of school staff (including contract security and DCPS Police) who
know your students at every game. Please ensure school staff receive clear and strong
communication, so they understand that they are working at the games and their roles are

to help support students and families to have a safe experience at a sports event.

6. Collaborate on any additional public safety needs for the areas around fields
(including parking lots). Please ensure MPD, Metro Transit Police, DCPS Police,
contract security, and other relevant public safety personnel are aware of game days and
times; make every effort to flag specific concerns and / or additional special needs for
violence interrupters and similar prevention staff.

7. Electronic Ticketing. Schools should adopt electronic ticketing for all athletic events,
both paid and free events, following similar approaches used DCPS, Friendship PCS, and
DCSAA. This provides visibility into who is attending games, while reducing congestion
at ticket booths, while supporting capacity limits, and ensuring a consistent standard
citywide.

8. Coach engagement. Coaches should be included as key partners in the outreach and
communication strategy for athletic events. Since coaches have direct, trusted
relationships with student-athletes and their families, they can reinforce expectations
around conduct, safety protocols, and ticketing requirements. They can also ensure that

consistent messaging is able to reach families before games.

9. Application to JV football. This guidance should also be applied to junior varsity (JV)
football games for LEAs that offer JV football teams. Since JV games can still draw
crowds of supporters, it is important to maintain the same safety, communication,
ticketing, and staffing considerations. This would establish clear expectations for
students, families, and staff citywide throughout the season.

Sincerely,

District of Columbia School Safety Office
Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education
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