
Gibbs School Public Meeting  
September 9, 2014  

  



Agenda 

 

• Introductions 

• Goals    

• Overview of  Data   

• Discussion  

• Next Steps and Timeline 
 

 



Goals for this Meeting  

 

• Ensure the community is informed about the 
surplus and reuse process and next steps. 

• Share data analysis conducted thus far on 
community surrounding the Gibbs school.  

• Receive feedback to develop an RFO that is 
tailored to fit the needs of the students and 
community surrounding the Gibbs School.  

 
 

 



Gibbs School - Surplus  

• Why is the Gibbs School Surplus?  

– Vacant since 2008  

– DCPS has determined that it will not reopen the Gibbs School  

– No other identified District agency purpose  

 

What happens to the Gibbs School next?  

– DC law requires that public charter schools are  given the right to 
submit offers on surplus schools before any other offer can be 
considered 

– Feedback from this meeting will be used to inform the Request 
for Offers  (RFO), which will be posted on the DME website  

– The RFO is a solicitation that is used to receive  and evaluate 
offers from charter schools   

 

 

 



School Reuse Process – How it has 
changed  

• DC Law requires that the District receives offers for the reuse of surplus 

school buildings from charter schools before any other offer is 

considered - the right of first offer (RFO). Council recently passed a law 

that expands the right of first offer.  

 

• The new law requires that all vacant school buildings without an 

identified future DCPS or District agency use are made available 

through the RFO process on a specified timeline. 

 

• To be more strategic about how we leverage public school buildings, we 

are evaluating the data and soliciting community input so that we can 

develop an RFO that is more targeted to the needs of the community. 
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Public Schools Surrounding Gibbs Building 



Population Around Gibbs Is Growing   

According to the Office of Planning, over the next 6 years 
the area around Gibbs is estimated to increase in the 
following ways:  

• Population between 0-4 year olds (Pre School) 

+ 24% [citywide 12%] 

• Population between 4-10 year olds (Elementary School) 

+ 87% [citywide 47%] 

• Population between 11-13 year olds (Middle School)  

+ 61% [citywide 32%] 

• Population between 14-17 year olds (High School)  

+ 36% [citywide 12%] 

 

According to the Office of Planning, over the next 6 years 
the area around Gibbs is estimated to increase more than 
the city average  
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Where do elementary students living in 
the former Gibbs boundary go to school?  

Elementary school students  living in Gibbs former 
boundary attend 80 different schools across the city  

Elementary schools with the 
largest number of public school 
students from Gibbs boundary 

# of students 
living in Gibbs 

former boundary 

Friendship PCS Blow Pierce 67 

Miner ES 62 

Browne EC 22 

AppleTree Early Learning Center 
PCS Oklahoma 20 

Total 171 

# of Students Sector % 

CHARTER 185 53% 

DCPS 167 47% 

Total 352 100% 



Where do middle school students living in the 
former Gibbs boundary go to school?  

Sector/Ward of 
Elementary School 

# 
Students 

Sector 
% 

CHARTER 185 

53%      Ward 6 89 

     Ward 7 96 
DCPS 167 

47%      Ward 6 106 

     Ward 7 61 
Total 352 100% 

Middle school students attend 36 different 

schools across the city 

 

 
Middle schools with the greatest 
number of public school students 
from Gibbs boundary 

Number of 
students 

from 
Gibbs’ 
former 

boundary 

Friendship PCS Blow Pierce 37 

Eliot Hine MS 21 

Total 58 

Sector of Middle 
Schools Attended 
by Students in 
Gibbs Boundary 

# Students 
from 

Gibbs’ 
boundary 

Sector 
% 

CHARTER 80 62% 

DCPS 50 38% 

Total 130 100% 



Where do high school students living in the 
former Gibbs boundary go to school?  

Sector/Ward of 
Elementary School 

# 
Students 

Sector 
% 

CHARTER 185 

53%      Ward 6 89 

     Ward 7 96 
DCPS 167 

47%      Ward 6 106 

     Ward 7 61 
Total 352 100% 

High school students attend 31 different schools 

across the city 

 

 High schools with the largest 
numbers of public school students 
from Gibbs boundary 

Number of 
students 

from Gibbs 
former 

boundary 

Eastern HS 41 
Friendship PCS Woodson 
Collegiate Academy 25 

Woodson H D HS 13 

Options PCS 10 

Total 89 

Sector of High 
Schools Attended by 
Students in Gibbs 
Boundary # Students 

Sector 
% 

CHARTER 68 40% 

DCPS 99 59% 

Grand Total 168 100% 



How will these data be used?   

• These data will inform the process by helping 
to shape RFO goals and targets  

• RFO Scoring Criteria will include the following: 

– School Performance  

– Project Vision/ Implementation Plan 

– Alignment with Targeted Goals  

–  Community Support/ Feedback  

– Commitment to Serving all Students  
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Discussion  

• What student population(s) do you believe would be 
most appropriately served at Gibbs (e.g., early 
childhood, elementary, middle, high, adult, special 
needs)? Why?  

• Are there any programs you would like to see offered 
by a charter school operator (e.g., dual language, 
Montessori, STEM, etc.)? Why?  

• What community uses would you like to see a charter 
school offer in addition to its educational program?  

• What other considerations should be taken into 
account as the District receives offers? 



Next Steps  

• Comments received tonight will be used to inform the 
RFO 

• RFO Release September 19th – Posted on the DME 
website (dme.dc.gov)  

• Follow up meeting to review charter offers  

– This meeting will be an opportunity to ask questions directly 
to the charters school offerors for the Gibbs School  

– Location: Rosedale Recreation Center at 1701 Gales Street, NE  

– Date/ Time:  October 20th - 6PM  

• Additional questions or comments?  

– Contact Althea Holford althea.holford@dc.gov 202.727.4036 


